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having so often despised his holy invitations. All
imaginable efforts were made during his sickness to
win him to God; but this scoffing spirit had a tongue
only to ask for prunes and raisins, and ears to hear
the answer; beyond that one would either split his
head or set him to scoffing.

These efforts were redoubled, at the time of his
death; and, finally, so much was done that, at least
in appearance, he showed a desire to be baptized.
He was instructed, therefore, still more thoroughly
than he had been in the past; but, as he had all his
life despised our mysteries, and as he had quite
recently caused a public scandal, it was considered
best that he should give some sign of his good will,
and proof that there was no hypocrisy in his faith or
in his penitence.

It was proposed to him, then, that he should at least
invite two or three of the [128] more prominent
persons of the village, to whom he had addressed
himself in regard to these wicked actions; and that
in their presence he should declare the desire he had
for baptism, and his displeasure and regret at what
had taken place during his so detestable and abom-
inable life. He received this proposition very coldly,
and would not put himself to the trouble of execut-
ing it. This, added to several other indications of
the little willingness that he felt, obliged us to aban-
don him.

This wretch, a little while before he died, fell into
a swoon; coming out of it, he said, according to what
was told us, that he came from the other world,
where he had seen nothing of what the French told;
but, rather, that he had met there several of his own
family and relatives, who had most kindly welcomed



